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Oﬁituary

James Earl Clay passed away from this life December
21, 2020 at the age of 85. He was born August 20, 1935 in
Idabel, Oklahoma to Theodocia Parker and Henry Clay.

James grew up in Idabel and graduated from Booker T.
Washington High School. He earned a football scholarship
and met his future wife, Edna Hudson. James and Edna
married on September 10, 1955 and moved to Oklahoma
City where James joined the Oklahoma City Fire Department
and served with distinction until his retirement. From a young
age, James was a budding entrepreneur who eventually built
a successful plumbing company which supported his family
and provided invaluable apprenticeships to countless
numbers of young men. James also gave back to his
community by providing free plumbing services to those in
need.

James’ hobbies included fishing, watching football,
watching Westerns and spending time with his family. He
was a warm and welcoming soul who loved his family and
was full of intriguing stories and life-changing advice.

He was preceded in passing by his parents, Theodocia
Parker and Henry Clay; siblings: Charles and Robert, and
wife, Edna Clay. Survivors include his daughters: Corlis Clay
McLeod and Cheri Clay Shepard and his son, James A. Clay;
grandchildren: Lauren McLeod, Ashleigh Shepard, Kathleen
Bonifassi (Brian), Sterling Shepard (Chanel) and Shelby
Shepard and great grandchildren: Preston Torres, Cali
Shepard, Cassie Shepard and Lennox Lozano.

23rd Psalm
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maKeth me to lie

down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteous-
ness for his name’s sake. Yea, though I walk through the val-
ley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art
with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest
a table before me in the presence of mine enemies; thou anointest
my head with oil; my cup runneth over. S urely goodness and
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell
in the house of the Lord forever.
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