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Ob ituary

Our beloved Willie Johnson Jr. was born April 18, 1944 to
Nellie R. Beauford and her husband. Nellie’s husband Curly C.
McCarrell helped raise him. Both preceded him in death.

Willie received Christ at an early age at Mt. Olive Baptist
Church, Oklahoma City, then became a Charter Member of
Paradise Baptist Church. He was very active at both.

He was a graduate of Douglass High School of Oklahoma
City, Class of 1962. As a student, Willie was known as “Big
Willie.” Classmates share, he was a non-stop dancer and would
do much singing. His sister Ruth adds, how he messed up his
mom’s carpet from learning all the latest dances.

After graduation, he went to the United States Army and
two years later settled in the San Francisco Bay area. Willie
married Noreen D. Pizarro, and had his son Derek Johnson and
daughter Brandy Johnson. He retired from the United States
Postal Service in 2004 and moved to his home town. He later
married Renetta Palmer-Johnson.

He was one of the original thirteen sit-in demonstrators, and
an entertainer for years. There are so many accomplishments,
too many to mention.

Willie leaves to cherish his memory, his wife Renetta of the
home; his son Derek Johnson of California; and daughter
Brandy Johnson of California; his siblings, both of Midwest
City, Ruth A. Reed and Reverend C.E. McCarrell (Roxy); three
nieces and two nephews, and a host of great and great-great
nieces and nephew; one great-great grandnephew, that was his
side kick Bry’on Christian Reed, he nicknamed “Noat Noat.”
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